


charm and humorous sagacity achieves a universality that sets its mark. 
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February 24 
Thirkell, Angela CHEERFULNESS BREAKS IN Knopf 


* Of course, one either likes Angela Thirkell, or doesn't like Angela Thirkell. 
We happen to belong to the first group, and our name is legion. Here are more tempests 
in teapots, for neither wars nor politics change the pattern of Thirkell's charm. The 
Birketts marry off Rose, their problem daughter, only to find Geraldine takes up where 
Rose left off. The evacuee children in the village provide backgrounds for old friends, 
Mrs. Brandon, Mrs. Morland, Lydia, Noel; there are new characters as well. There are 
the usual clergy, schoolmasters, lady writers; there are typical conversations that are 
the quintessence of inconsequentiality; there are three romances; and there is the war, 
faintly, and not too grimly, flavoring the whole, with servant trouble and blackouts, 
with young men joining up, with petrol rationing, profiteers and an aura of uncertainty. 
But somehow it does not distract from the trivia of Barsetshire, though it tends to 
pitch her comedy a bit too high. $2.50 


2 ) 
March ZB= poe , 
Gunnafrson, Gunnar THE GOOD SHEPHERD Bobbs-—Merrill 


By unanimous choice, this book is scheduled for dists‘ibution by the Book-— 
of-the-Month, so the March 28th date is still subject to shift. This was onéginally | 
reported on page 452 — 9/15/40. It is a story, that for all its simplicity - or pér— 
haps because of it? - stays by one. It is a poignant story of an Icelandic shepherd, 
accustomed each year to round up lost sheep in the high mountain pastures at Ascension~ | 
tide. This year he is caught by earlystorms as he sets forth; then is further delayed | 
as he gives his services to others less skilled at tracking than himself. when he | 
finally achieves his own aim, he does it at terrific cost of hunger, cold and danger, 
but in the end, with the help of his namesake, the goal is achieved and the Good Shep- 
herd has brought home the sheep which were lost. A parable, told as a folk tale of 


modern Iceland, and vital with the feel of the country and people. $1.50 
A DARK HORSE 
February 3 
Pinkham, E.G. AUNT ELSA Knopf 
. Here's our current candidate for the mantle of Mr. Chips, a mantle we are 


chary of bestowing. It is one of those indefinables, an altogether charming and at 
first sight effortless bagatelle, which seems deceptively slight, but, with its quiet 
Aunt Elsa is 
as distinctive and appealing a personality as Mr. Chips. Behind an exterior of im- 
peccable formality, assisted by her deafness and her years, is a serene and imaginative 
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New Englander, at the turn of the century. Through the eyes of her great nephew we 
come to know her, to puzzle over her monthly visits to Boston to inquire after her hus- 
band's ship, gone these twenty years, to question her fabulous tales of the son who 
left home at seventeen, and to conclude, with the other villagers, that she was a mite 
queer. Until at the close, she explains her life and the pattern she had built for 
herself- "a pattern on the ceiling” - to the small boy she loved. No description can 
quite capture the elusive quality - it is just one of those things. $1.50 


PROBLENATICAL BOOKS 


February 3 
Lieferant, Henry, & Sylvia ONE ENDURING PURPOSE Dutton 


Nicely handled medical-family story built around the question of whether to 
treat man or the disease. Two doctor brothers illustrate the age-old problem:- Frank, 
the brain specialist, with strictly scientific approach, married to a wealthy New York 
girl; Vic, who prefers his pill and powder practice in his New Hampshire village, and 
plain doctoring by human, intuitive methods. Circumstances check each in his convic- 
tion, and the unfolding of the story makes an all-round human and readable tale in the 
better brackets of the light entertainment class. Good rentals. $2.00 


February 4 3 /y — 
Seton, Anya MY BBARBST THEODOSIA Houghton, Mifflin 


Here is a story that needs no fictionization to make it one of the most 
fascinating in history, the story of Aaron Burr and his daughter. A picture of the man, 
brilliant, unscrupulous, ambitious, debonair ~— but to his daughter, entirely flawless, 
even when he forces her marriage to a South Carolinian planter for the sake of his own 
ambitions and financial needs. Then the lifelong conflict in her life between her pas- 
sion for Meriwether Lewis, who put honor and discretion and a career before their love, 
and her acceptance of necessity in her marriage to Joseph Alston. Burr's own sensational 
career, the enmity between Burr and Hamilton, Burr and Jefferson, the duel, the plot for 
empire, the trial, the exile. The author, while making the most of her material, has 

managed to sustain an objective viewpoint towards her characters (at some sacrifice of 


the sympathy she might have claimed). $2.50 
Buchan, John (Lord Tweedsmuir) MOUNTAIN MEADOW ep: 5 Apuf i Tong). saegsll 
° This final volume in the Greenmantle series gives one a haunting sense 


that John Buchan was foreshadowing his own death, and sharing with his readers, his 
philosophy, his concept of the meaning of victory over life and death. He does this 

in the story of a man who knew himself doomed to brief span of life, and who chose, at 
the risk of shortening that span, to “die on his feet", fulfilling his destiny of doing 
for others. The man was Lord Leithen, and it is his story, and not Hannay's nor Clan- 
royden's this time. The setting shifts, early in the scene, from London, to French 
Canada, then to the wilds of the Arctic, in quest of two missing men, and of the mys-— 
terious Sick Heart River. Through this quest, and the adventures that befell him, he 
comes closer to the meaning of life and death, he saves others from madness, he delib- 
erately sacrifices another chance for health for himself to a final demand. Through- 
out, the story is full of those unforgettable passages of sheer beauty for which Buchan's 
novels are memorable - and one shares with him the feel of the country against which his 
story is set. There is a long introductory section by Howard Swiggett, a tribute to 
Buchan's contribution to literature, an analysis of the stories and their sources, and 
enough outline of character and plots to give the reader, newcomeg to Buchan's work, 

not only thorough comprehension of Mountain Meadow, but the urge to go back to the 
earlier books. Use this as a chance for plus sales. $2.50 
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Pevruary 4 3/4 — 
Jaron, Phillip & Stafford, Horace TWO ALONE Houghton, Mifflin 


One finds oneself hunting for clues to the period intended in this true 
story of wartime in Poland, and at the close, though indications point to an early 
war, the fact does not matter, for here is a timeless story of little people and all 
wars. A Polish youth, scarcely more than a boy, joins the forces intent on repelling 
the invader (Russian or German) from the beloved land. Defeat and retreat and the 
futility of it all are the keynotes, and the meaninglessness of patriotism, stacked up 
against the bitter beauty of the love that comes to him is proved in his willingness 
to take the chance of death as a deserter, when twice opportunity beckons. Very simply, 
artlessly, almost naively, the story is told; there is no attempt at interpretation, 
merely the marshalling of the facts, some of them incredible, as the lovers make their 
way through war-ridden land, and escape to Lithuania - and new dangers. It seems hung 
in space, an episode snatched out of a mad world. And yet, the publisher's note reports 


this a story based on the author's own experience. $2.50 
February 10 

John, Evan KINGS’ MASQUE Dutton 

* Once again, as in Crippled Splendour, this is a colorful recreation of his- 


torical events and plenitude of characters, blended with a dramatic interpretation 
that holds the reader's interest. Perhaps the material is neither fresh nor new (it 
deals with the story of Marie Antoinette and her loyal gentleman, Axel Von Fersen), 
and with America and Europe of pre-revolutionary and revolutionary days. A careful 
pictorial detailing of the period, the people, the events, of Fersen in America, in 
France, in Sweden, of the open recognition of his devotion to the queen and hers to 
him, of the scandal and the use to which his love was put - and eventually of his mur- 
der. Evan John is one of our fictional historians who has helped raise the standard 


of this class of literature to a high plareof scholarship and significance. $2.50 
February 17 
Husted, Helen McLanahan TIMOTHY TAYLOR Ambassador of Good jill Coward, McCann 


A cunning story, in verse, which for its timeliness and its sentimental 
appeal may attain more popularity and more fame than its actual quality would ordinarily 
acquire. Timothy was in London during the bombing, and his parents wanted him safe; 
Timothy, though only a very small boy, felt he was needed there, and refused to go until 
they convinced him that he could be more useful as an ambassador of good will in America. 
This is the story of how he came to America, of how he met the hurdles manfully, and of 
how he offered his chief possession on the altar of his pflupose of spreading good will. 
Oddly enough, the story is sentimental without being poignantly so. Illustrated by 


Bitery—Husted. A, M noun $1.00 
Atkins, Elizabeth HOLY SUBURB Dutton 


A vigorous and authentic (we suppose) picture of a section of "the revival 
ridden Middle West" at the turn of the century. The scene is a Methodist community 
near Lincoln, Nebraska, and Epworth College, rife with cultural pretensions and refine- 
ments. There is no clearly mapped plot, but the characters themselves create their own 
conflicts. A farmer moves to the suburb to give his twins a chance at the education he 
had missed. There are the snobberies of a self conscious community; there is the young 
professor from Boston who is entirely out of key; there is revival week with its halle- 


: 
lujah fervor; there is Averil's romance. Nicely done. $2.50 
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Kimbrough, Edward FROM HELL TO BREAKFAST Lippincott 


Here is another facet of America, open-eyed and uncompromising, in a story 
of an election in the Mississippi Bible Belt, with a revivalist—politician running for 
re-election to the Senate. Gus Russell is a rowdy, self-indulgent, ego-preening tom- 
cat, buying votes and resorting to cheap hoaxes, invoking God on the one hand and 
baiting Jews, Negroes and Reds on the other. Opposing him is the idealistic son of a 
former colleague, Jerry Clinton, lining up behind him the underprivileged and the 
abused and in love with Gus' only child. Julia tries to keep out of the senatorial 
fight, but her hand is forced by the press and she stands by Jerry, as her father buys 
the election and a hollow victory with an extra $10,000. Virile, tough, realistic, 
but lacks the humor that might put it*over to a wider market. $2.50 


February 21 
Phillips, Alexandra WHERE THE APPLE REDDENS Putnam 


Somehow this doesn't come off. The story has more bite than the routine 
woman's book - as lovely lady stoops to folly and gets what's coming to her —- but the 
timing seems wrong, there is no sense of present day background, the style lacks the 
finish it should have. Definitely a woman's novel of sex-conflict, as pampered Irene 
tries her hand on dominating famous novelist McNeil, who will not be bent. A sudden 
death, and the rebellion of Irena's husband bring an empty victory, as the bitter 
farce is played out against the conventional town of "Madras" in upper New York state. 


$2.50 
February 24 
Baker, Frank MISS HARGREAVES Coward, McCann 
\ Entertaining talk, amusing incidents and pleasant writing for this study 


of the fantastic, in a story with a novel Pygmalion and Galatea twist. Two English- 
men on vocation in Ireland make up an imaginary being to pass the time. Then young 
Norman is alternately horrified and delighted when his brain child comes to town in 
the person of old Miss Constance Hargreaves. Relations with family, friends and town 
become strained; twice he wills her away and twice she comes back, until finally she 
is out of control and issuing mandates about her creator. It takes another trip to 
Ireland to exorcise her. An original tale, adroitly handled, but fantasies are hard 
to sell. $2.50 


de Camp, L. Sprague LEST DARKNESS FALL Holt 


This is a new venture in the field of past—history fantasy. Ordinarily, 
when a character in modern times (this one is an archaeologist) is thrust back into 
a period in the past, his concerns are primarily with romance, and he restrains his 
impulse to meddle with history. Not so Radway. When he finds himself in 6th century 
Italy, he manages to support himself and at the same time to change the pace of his- 
tory, to better communication, to introduce army instruments and strategy ahead of 
their due course, and to ward off the barbarian invasion and the pending Dark Ages. 


It is an amusing conception and just enough out of the ordinary to catch attention. 
; $2.00 
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February 24 
Hawkins, Desmond LIGHTER THAN DAY Knopf 


Hawk Among the Sparrows was a finished but limited piece of caricature; 
this, his second novel, is equally provocative and equally provoking, but in far more 
earnest strain. Provocative, in that Hawkins is a polished writer, in a sardonic, in- 
tellectualized manner; provoking, in that the book is never much more than a semi-ironic, 
semi-philosophical commentary. What plot there is stands still, making the book emerge 
as an astute reflection of the irresolute young in a formless, disintegrating society, 
which is quite stagnant. The scene is a routine small English town; the characters are 
supposedly typical of the directionless younger generation, personified by two sons, in 
their early twenties, the elder, attractive, realistic, amusing himself with liquor and 
women; the younger Clive, "dangerously unfledged", sensitive and dependent on the stabil- 
ity of home and mother. To the village comes Benita, mature and beautiful and refusing 
to play the part Clive sets for her. So the story unfolds. $2.50 


» ff + 
Pratt, Theodore MERCY ISLAND ON q aa Knopf 


Island stories seem a fragment from the past, but this one has a new slant 
to it. The setting is the Florida Keys, where Ramsey's pig—headedness cracks up a 
hired fishing boat on an apparently deserted island. But it has one inhabitant, and 
the crime in his past changes all their lives. Ramsey's wife, friend, and the boat's 
captain and boy block Ramsey's determination to use his host to further his own 
schemes. Personalities, emotions and ideas clash; food gives out; Ramsey demands the 
sacrifice of his wife's happiness as his price of surrender — and the boy plays deus 
ex machina to defeat him. Good feel of life among the Keys, of strains and stresses 
as tropical marooning comes up against civilized veneers. Pratt can write. This has 
more story quality than Big Blow (1936), and the same power. $2.50 


Broughton, Thomas PERHAPS TIMOTHY WAS-—--- Modern Age 


This is a completely amoral tale. Timothy has, apparently, no conscience 
about his women. He has a perfectly good club woman, society wife in Connecticut, and 
dabbles in various other pools around about New York. There is Marcia, who eventually 
accepts marriage with a childhood flame as her lot; there is Madelaine, who furnished 
a Hollywoodish boudoir on the same floor as the apartment she shared with her husband, 
and lived her "love life" there with Timothy; there is Averil, whose flame like quality 
would have been acceptable if he could have successfully gotten rid of Madelaine (and 
her husband). This isn't even a triangle story - unless you bissected the triangle. 
But through it all Timothy is a charmer, and a naive, unsuspecting reprobate, who wins 
a bit of the reader's heart. $2.00 


du Gard, Roger Martin SUMMER 1914 Viking 

This is a problem child. Roger Martin du Gard is a Nobel Prize Winner; 
The Thibaults take its place with Men of Good Will as one of the monumental works of 
modern French literature (published here in one volume in 1936). This new volume 
picks up where the other left off, after the death of the old man, and follows Antoine, 
the doctor, now owner of the house and the mantle of his father - and Jacques, younger 
son who had run away from it all and turned socialist and journalist in Switzerland. 
Both are dissatisfied emotionally - but Jacques eventually finds his fate linked with 
his Jenny too late to do them any good. He sees France unprepared, indifferent, un- 
aware of what is happening at her very gates (does this ring a bell?), and tries to 
arouse her. When war breaks, Jacques stands fast on his faith that the united front 
of Socialism can bring peace, and loses his life. And Antoine dies lingeringly of 
lung disease caused by gassing, writing the diary of his last days as he sees things 
he had not understood before. The value of the book lies in the picture of the old 


France of 1914, before the war. It seems wrongly timed - too late. 
2 volume set, prepublication $5.50 The Thibaults - $3.00 Summer 1914 - $3.50 
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February 25 
Goodman, Daniel Carson FAN DANCE AT COCKROW Wilfred Funk 


A little modern, a little mad, a little meaningless. Against a Dawn Powell 
background and set-up (minus the satire and the bite) - wealthy lechers, young girls, 
one or two shady opportunists - is told the story of Iris Lamar. Iris is a very 
troubled girl, pursued by Peter, young, class-conscious writer of Freudian short stories, 
and Dudley Pettengill, many-millioned. She runs from both - and loses Peter to an ig- 
norant hat-check girl. Dudley sets her up in a Park Avenue project, and there she 
meets Peter again. Then comes a game of Puss-in-the Corner, trading wives, affairs, 
et al, with a bit of shooting on the side. There's competent writing, which doesn't 


atone for a cheap melodramatic story. $2.50 
February 26 


Busch, Niven THE CARRINGTON INCIDENT Morrow 


A projection into the future, with a bit of wishful thinking, one might 
suspect. Bertha Carrington, Amazonian, Aryan, American schoolteacher, is chaperoning 
a small daughter of the rich in Germany. She catches the Leader's eye, and is led, 
lamb to the slaugher, to bear his child. His staff intervene; her pregnancy is denied, 
and she is supposedly deported, but actually hidden in a concentration camp. Her life 
and her baby's are saved by a doctor, and the baby is taken from her. She and the doc- 
tor eventually escape, to find the Leader murdered, the country in revolution. A baby- 
perhaps her own - is secured, strings are pulled through her father's prominence in the 
part played by the American Navy, and she and baby and doctor start for home and free- 


dom. Make of it what you will. Good time passer. $2.50 
March 4 

Weaver, Ward HANG MY WREATH Wilfred Funk 

* Remember a top ranking novel of the Civil War period, The Long Night, by 


Lytle,which never got to first base. Well, here is one with the same hurdle to take 
(period and background), but with the story and the romance and the adventure the 
thing. Fast paced, well sustained climaxes, no great contribution to the historical 
aspects, but a rattling good tale, well told. A tale of the section near Winchester, 
of the inadequacies of the Union leadership, of the jayhawkers that gave both sides a 
bad name, of mixed loyalties, of families divided. The central figures are Hubert 
Cary, of Rhode Island, cousin to the Virginia Careys, and the hot-tempered, high- 
spirited spitfire of an English girl who repeatedly crossed his path. High adventure - 


high romance. Illustrated by John Alan Maxwell. $2.75 
March 6 
Erskine, John CASANOVA'S WOMEN Stokes 


A new approach to the story of Casanova, "a rake merely in his ambitions". 
In 1746 his adopted father sent him out into the world for a year of travel. Venice, 
Florence, Rome, Paris, Vienna see him involved in one amatory exploit after another, 
more often thwarted and outwitted than not. A glamorous notoriety, to both his women 
and his chronicler. Erskine sees him through a series of episodes, with usual histor- 
ical recapitulation, just on the verge of a leer. Tame game, a trifle outmoded.$2.50 
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20 
March Y 


Skidmore, Hubert HAWK'S NEST Doubleday, Doran 


From all directions, nearly desperate men, who had been without work for 
months, came towards Gauley, West Virginia. A tunnel was going through, thousands of 
men were being taken on. A mushroom shanty town sprung up. And during the months that 
followed, a tragic interlude in industrial history was written, while a company fattened 
on the product of cheap labor, and men absorbed the silica dust that wrote their death 
warrant. In telling the story, Hubert Skidmore has made the reader care terribly what 
happens to these pitiful, hopeful, helpless people, whose dreams faded, whose families 


were broken up, whose little romances died, all within a decade. seals 
$0 
'7 
March 40 
Lambert, Rita YESTERDAY'S DAUGHTER Macrae Smith 


Sugar minus spice, in the story of a little Cinderella, a shopgirl in a 
New York department store, who is whisked off to a wealthy home, supposedly as a com- 
panion (but actually to learn the tricks of the social game before she inherits her 
millions from a father she has never seen). She falls in love with the son of the 
house, and he with her - all according to a deep laid plot, but when she finds it out 


she doubts his love and runs away. Eventually, all turns out happily. $2.00 
paterson, Anne SLEEPLESS CANDLE 3/!7 yacrae Smith 
' This is a more sturm and drang tale than one associates with either this 


publisher or this author (Take These Hands was a light medical story). An emotional 
and detailed portrait of a genius, a cellist, brilliant, dynamic, but blinded by his 
egotism to his dependence on his wife and his best friend. The realization that he is 
becoming tone deaf results in a breakdown, and he turns against them both, leaving 
them to find out their love for each other. Restless, tortured, he writes a symphony, 
he seeks another woman for casual release - and eventually submits to the operation 


which restores his hearing, only to find he has lost his wife. $2.50 Soe 
March 15 
Marshall, Edison BENJAMIN BLAKE Farrar & Rinehart 


Semi-picaresque, semi-social novel, based on the wrongs of the class theory 
and the lack of the underprivileged to better themselves. The period is 18 century 
England - the central character a "bully boy", whose bastardy denies him his place, 
and builds in him a dominating passion of hatred. He sets out to carve out a fortune 
for himself -— he flees the cruelty of his uncle - and the love of his cousin; he 
champions a seaman and they are both marooned in the South Seas. There he builds a 
new life for himself, but eventually he has his fortune, and returns to England to 


carry out his promised revenge. Neither a pretty nor a pleasant tale. $2.50 
March 17 

Walsh, Maurice THOMASHEEN JAMES Stokes 
] 


Thomasheen James was a graceless rascal, with a glib tongue, a grand im- 
agination, and an adroit way of putting his listener in the wrong and winning his 
shilling and his pint - and even forgiveness and a fishing jaunt. This is a series 
of stories built around him (and the author's experiences with him), - tall tales, 
with lots of humor, imagination - and the scents and sounds and sights of Ireland. 
Most of the material ran as short stories in the Post. 


$2.50 
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March 20 


Schee, Kim CANTINA Coward, McCann 


19 stories of Mexico, with something of the Tortilla Flat feel to the ma- 
terial and a pleasant quality in the writing. They may be considered amusing or not, 
as you view the Mexican character at grips with the Americans, with plumbing, with 
the doctrine of Virgin Birth, with love and passion, honesty, adventure, honor, death, 
drink, sex, et al. For anyone who knows Mexico - or who is going there — these casual, 
sympathetic "episodes" will give the color, flavor, personality of the people. $1.75 


March 21 
Baum, Vicki THE SHIP AND THE SHORE Doubleday, Doran 


Vicki Baum uses a ship, cross sectioned, this time, and manipulates several 
lives and loves, in Grand Hotel manner, somewhat diluted, and set in the Dutch East 
Indies. The ship belongsto a tin and rubber tycoon, and is in port for a few hours. 
Halden and his daughter, Jeff, are on board; there is a planter with whom Jeff is in 
love, but who will not give up his work for her; there's a triangle created by a dance 
hall waif; and on board there is a drunken doctor, a charlaten magician, and on shore 
diverse planters and outlanders. The natives run amok - the riot brings Anders and 


Jeff together, and at the close several affairs are patched up. Rentals chiefly. 
$2.00 


Farnol, Jeffery ADAM PENFEATHER, BUCCANEER Doubleday, Doran 


Flowery filibustering, zounds and egad abounding, covering highly energetic 
and highly implausible activities. Blood brothers, Adam and Absalom, avenge the death 
of Adam's father, rescue and adopt a pretty girl (and both fall in love with her), and 
set off to ses to rescue political prisoners sold into slavery. Antonia, disguised as 
a boy, sets sail with them; a merciless storm sinks the ship; Absalom and Antonia are 
separated from Adam, who becomes a mighty buccaneer. Comes the Inquisition, and Adam 
goes to Absalom's rescue, too late. $2.50 


March 27 
Schulberg, Budd Wilson WHAT MAKES SAMMY RUN? Random House 


This is a sort of I Can Get It For You Wholesale translated to Hollywood. 
Sammy is an East Side Jew, who snatches the job of messenger in a newspaper office, and 
rides roughshod over everyone to his own particular goal, hiding insecurity under 
bravado. A mere columnist serves as his Boswell, in his upward (or downward?) climb, 
seeing through him, hating him, despising his methods and his ruthless ambition, but 
fascinated in finding out "what makes Sammy run?" He gets to Hollywood - he forges to 
the top - he has what he deserves in a wife, who is as ruthless as he is. Pretty raw 
stuff, without the underlying tenderness which saves this sort of thing from being too 
unpalatable. $2.50 


Some Latecomers - Brief Mention (January all) 
Chittick, V.L.0O. RING TAILED ROARERS Caxton 


Tall tales of the American frontier, 1839-60, providing an anthology of 
American folk humor of a special period and type. Exploits of true and legendary 
frontier characters, - Davy Crockett, Mike Fink, Simon Suggs, tales of bear, panther, 
Snake, deer, [Indian encounters, fights, court episodes, steamboating, horse racing, 
all drawn from original sources. Homespun heroics, often in dialect, for the Paul 
Bunyan, John Henry market. Well authenticated. I11'd with woodevts. (1/29) $3.50 
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Thane, Elswyth REMEMBER TODAY Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


This lacks the subtlety of Elswyth Thane's historical romances, it is good 
rental library modern romance, with the earmarks of a Hollywood vehicle and a good one. 
A childhood romance on a Reno ranch; years of separation only to meet again when the 
girl is part of an "act" at the rodeo in Madison Square Garden, and the youth is a 
Princeton undergraduate with years in England behind him and the depression immediately 
before him. A Hollywood screen contract separates them again - and they meet, when 
the youth's pride is saved by a promising assignment, just too late -— she has married 
her leading man. England again, shortly before the war, and finally they are both 
free, and their romance comes to fruition. The frame, guardian angels and all, is 
hampering and contributes nothing, but artificial transitions. $2.00 


Greenaway, M. Emily SWEEPSTAKES Houghton, Mifflin 


A cross section of a typical small town, American, of average people, with 
average problems, all with a potentially satisfactory solution through money. There is 
the man who wants to buy freedom from the tart he is involved with; there are two work-— 
men, who with a dying wife, both beaten down by the town's wealthiest man; there is the 
grocery boy who wants to marry a girl who is an outcast; there is the Italian dentist 
and his wife who cannot afford to have the child they crave - and so on. By the close, 
some have surmounted what seems to be the only hurdle - others have accepted their fate. 
And the town's Midas wins the stake on a ticket he took from one of his workmen, the 
ticket that might have saved a life. Readable, handled with ease and credibility, well 
done. (t##%) a fff $2.00 


White, Kathryn MISS STANTON OF THE CRYER Penn 


Pleasant story of a girl who inherits her tyrannical father's newspaper, 
and who steps into his shoes, and sets about cleaning up the paper, showing up the 
dirty politics, and finding romance on the way. Good rental. (1/24) $2.00 


Carfrae, Elizabeth JUDY Putnam 


Good feminine fare, with a bit of timeliness in the background of 1938 
warclouds, but with the same old true and tried romantic pattern. Judy's young husband 
has gone to China on business, and Judy sows her wild oats, with an avid urge for the 
glamour and glitter her marriage lacked. Her novelist passion scorns her - and kills 
her love, and on her husband's return she finds where her heart really belongs - too 
late. Then the war breaks -—- Hugo is called up - Judy joins an ambulance unit - and 
when Hugo almost meets death, they are reunited, and Judy returns home to live and work 
and wait. Mr. Right in spite of obstacles. Rentals. $2.00 


Burton, Thomas BLOODBIRD Smith & Durrell 


This might be called the biography of a town in the late twenties, a town 
somewhere - probably - in our Middle West. Though it starts with a murder trial, and 
has a thread of morbidness in the dire forebodings of the local "witch", the story is 
in no way a depressing one. The author cross sections a normal enough town; he centers 
his story around one family, that in the span of a few generations rises to riches from 
nothing, and descencs again, while the strength goes into a family they had spurned and 
driven forth. Essentially American, this pattern of a community, and a good story, well 
told, with many episodes that etch themselves sharply on memory, with characters and 
personalities that stand out vigorously. There is a certain ironic justice in the 


turn of the wheel, as the last of the dispossed Reynolds returns to the land of his 


forebears, and finds himself again a founder of a new line. 
the plot at times confused, but the story emerges, clearp cut. 


The style is eli ;tical, 
$2.50 
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CRIME CAROUSAL 
January 24 
Meyers, Alfred MURDER ENDS THE SONG Reynal & Hitchcock 


Very amateur detection, interlarded with operatic references, relieves the 


recipe of a blizzard cutting off murderer and group of suspects from the world. Tony 
Graine, tenor of a west coast opera company, sleuths two killings, blackmail and jewel 


theft, straightens out a romance and lets the killer suicide. Casual entertainment. 
$2.00 


January 27 
Nolan, Jeanette PROFILE IN GILT Wilfred Funk 


Spinstersleuth, Lace White, (minus usual aggravating mannerisms) disentangles 
the murder of a woman holding the key to a young girl's birth. The girl, the local eye- 
brow raiser in a small Southern college town, is engaged to the son of the respectable 
college dean. He and his family, interested in breaking the engagement, and potential 
"unwed" mothers of the girl, all suspect. Pleasantly paced and patterned tale with 


turntable solution. $2.00 


January 29 


Yates, George Worthing IF A BODY Morrow 


Long distance prize for sleuthing as Woar, and his bride, are involuntarily 
trailing a doublekiller and an insurance jackpot. Woar, evading legal enmity in New 
Jersey, finds his crosscountry trip well supplied with suspects as all those present at 
an Ohio tourist camp travel with him to the coast after the first killing. $2.00 


February 1 
Keeler, Marry Stephen THE PEACOCK FAN Dutton 


And long distance prize for talespinning, with theusual intricacies of plot 
and coincidence as a man awaits execution in the deathhouse for the murder of his wife. 
Of a young Governor's secretary who helps procure a commutation of the sentence, of 
the sentenced man's spiritual advisor, Brother Boniface, andlast minute exoneration 
when the guilty man confesses. Not up to Keeler's best. $2.50 


February 5 
Marsh, Ngaio DEATH IN ECSTASY Sheridan House 


Suavely competent Alleyn in charge when murder occurs in the temple of a 
hokum devotional sect, with the initiates and Brother Garnette, who heads it, suspect. 
The love of several women devotees for the bad Brother, the non-spiritual dope he dis- 
penses, and the will of the murdered woman, complicate the crime. Quiet, intelligent 


deduction in the well ordered Ngaio Marsh manner. $2.00 
February 13 
Walling, R.A.J. BY HOOK OR CROOK Morrow 


Tolefree, in his usual slow and deliberate investigation, uncovers methods 
opportunity and finally motive in the death of a young Australian whom he was supposed 
to keep out of trouble. Of the open-and-aboveboard school. $2.00 
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February 14 
Birkley, Dolan THE BLUE GERANIUM Simon & Schuster 


Two killings upset a California play-resort hotel and two amateur sleuths 
hinder and help the local police. Unrelated aspects of crimes detour the investigations 


somewhat, but total result is a smoothsurfaced pattern of romance, robbery and revenge. 
$2.00 


February 15 
Hull, Richard BEYOND REASONABLE DOUBT Messner 


Jury trial presentation of the murder of an odious wealthy bachelor. Under 
the pontifical prosecution of the counsel for the Crown, various minutiae emerge con- 
cerning his butler, a stamp dealer, his secretary, and the local vicar. The identity 


of the accused is withheld until the last. Snailpaced, with a few moments of ingenuity. 
$2.00 


February 18 
King, C. Daly BERMUDA BURIAL | Wilfred Funk 


Plenty of Burmuda lore, fact, guidebooking and local color stagesets a kid- 
napping, which, in spite of the size of the island, isn't unraveled except with the 
help of British Navy fliers. Lord, of the New York police, is sent to protect young 
Chloe who is promptly snatched and then two murders occur. He's not the brightest 
crimehound I've ever met. $2.00 


March 7 
Allingham, Margery TRAITOR'S PURSE Doubleday, Doran 
® A grand job of suspense, well handled angles on a series-detective, current 


war and romance as Albert Campion, suffering from concussion, pieces together bits of 
his identity and the problem on which he is working for the government. The reader is 
just as much in the dark as Campion, which is fair sleuthing, butthis is really more 


active adventure-thriller than orthodox detecting, as Campion, and England, come through, 
$2.00 


Russell, Charlotte Murray DREADFUL RECKONING Doubleday, Doran 


The large and complicated family of the Bedfords is the background for mur- 
der, with marriage for spite, marriage for power, a tight-reined pater familias, business 
friction, robbery and vengeance all playing a part. On the confusing side. NOT a Jane 
Amanda Edwards story. $2.00 


March 21 


Ferrers, ©=.X, REHEARSALS FOR MURDER Doubleday, Doran 


English setting for the murder of a young girl which crime reporter, Toby 
Dyke, goes to work on. It involves a decadent divorcee, the care of her child, black- 
mail and a secret marriage,while a few scientists and dissipates clutter up the scene, 


Fairly involuted - with many a sidetrack. Average to good reading. $2.00 
MacDonald, William Colt THE BATTLE AT THREF-CROSS Doubleday, Doran 
” A-1 Western, action and suspense filled. A secret agent of the U.S. Treas-— 


ury Department trailing counterfeiters runs into murders, romance, Indians, and ranch 
ruination as he crosses the border into Mexico on his investigation. 


$2.00 
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TWO DARK HORSES & TWO WAR BOOKS 







January 20 






Smedley, Doree YOU'RE ONLY YOUNG TWICE Simon & Schuster 





* This is a natural. It provides an antidote for that feeling that the years 
will rob one of the chance to look smart and attractive and up to the minute, on a 
limited budget. For here is the inside story of one woman who learned how to turn the 
trick, when she thought it was too late - and of the steps by which others can do like- 
wise. First of all, a course in self analysis. Then a course in good taste and applica- 
tion to one's own problems. Then a program of how to do it ~- whether the problem is 
figure, clothes, hair, skin - or that tired feeling. February Good Housekeeping - a 
nationwide department store tie-up with fashion shows and general promotion, assure 

this book the send off it scarcely needs. Go to it. $2 O00 
































Februery-26 3/37 
Wilson, Forrest CRUSADER IN CRINOLINE Lippincott 


Biography of Harriet Beecher Stowe, in which the interest lies, for this 
reader at least, in the picture of the times, rather than in the story of a life that 
was in itself not particularly dramatic. Today, the name of Harriet Beecher Stowe 
means Uncle Tom's Cabin. Forrest Wilson makes it mean other things - not only a long 
list of books (of which perhaps two or three are still worth reading), but the con- 
tribution made by Mrs. Stowe to the position of women in intellectual life, in eco- 
nomic and political life. Though slow in taking up the cudgels for the cause her 

Ed book brought into the limelight, once launched she went far. The family background, 
with implications of what that family has contributed to our national life; New Eng- 
land and Ohio of those days; travel and what .t involved; or held up to the times. 
The book lacks the sparkle of Jane ‘lelsh Carlyle, but will appeal to that market. 


3.78 

January 23 $ . 

van der Heide, Dirk MY SISTER AND I Harcourt, Brace 
aa This extraordinary diary of a Dutch boy refugee, in its very naivete and 


simplicity cuts deeper to the heart of things than many volumes of mature disserta- 

tions on the horrors of modern war. A first hand record, written as part of the diary 
12-year old Dirk had kept for threevears, gives the hour by hour story of the five day 
war against little Holland, the bombing of Rotterdam, life in the crowded shelter, the 
coming of the parachutists, death, destruction, terror - and a quiet courage that sus— 
tained him. Pen pictures of the people around him, particularly of the rich gay uncle 
who managed to get him and his pretty little sister through to England and on the boat 





to America. A memorable book - of sure popularity. $1.00 
February 1 
Forbes-Robertson, Diana & WAR LETTERS FROM BRITAIN Putnam 


Straus, Roger W. Jr. editors 


° These are real letters from people in all walks of life and better than any~ 

thing else of the sort I have seen. Through the pages, you feel as though you were in 

on how people are living and feeling and thinking, of how a great people have proved 
a their greatness in their reactions to the worst blitzkreig in history. They are letters 

written from England to people away from England friendly, human letters of the daily 

events, from September 1939 on - covering the great panorama of the Battle of England. 

The editors have done a fine work in selection and compilation. Doubtless many letters 
not otherwise accessible, have been secured because the proceeds of the sal2 are to go 
to the British American Ambulance Corps. Foreword by Vincent Sheean. $2.00 
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February 1 
Naismith, James BASKETBALL: Its Origin and Development Association Press 


The author tells how he came to invent the game of basketball, as a young 
instructor at the YMCA in Springfield, Massachusetts. He traces the development of 
the game over the years (43), changes in rules and method of play. There is, throughout, | 
the spirit of a fine leader of youth, a spirit which infects those who play the game 
and those who watch it. The increasing popularity of basketball wll give this book a 


place it might not have had a few years ago. $2.00 
February 3 
Maus, Cynthia Pearl, &d, PUERTO RICO IN PICTURES AND POETRY , Caxton 


This is a nice job, and should be a good mid winter item for those travel- 
ers who are Caribbean bound, in-so far-safe waters. Also for those who know and love 
Puerto Rico, and have a nostalgic feeling about it. This is an anthology of verse, 
written by Puerto Rico poets, by Americans who have spent a iong time in the island. 
It is not a superficial visitor's impression, captured in verse, but reflects the 
Spirit and atmosphere of the country and its people. Descriptive and lyrical and ro- 
mantic verse, for the most part. There is an introductory historical sketch. The il- 
lustrations (I've not seen the final form, so can't vouch for the reproductions) are 
selected from the best available photographs, prints, water colors. Fifty pictures in 
black and white and three in color. $2.50 


February 5 
Miller, Leona CANNIBALS AND ORCHIDS Sheridan House 


A bit on the flash side, but entertaining reading, this glib account of a 
three hundred mile trek across Dutch New Guinea, made for the purpose of taking tribal 
moving pictures. The author, with her new husband, soon finds that jungle travel is 
not as she had pictured it. By the hard way she learns not to be a tender-foot; man- 
ages to keep her finger in the running of the expedition and gives a personal and 
often amusing record of the annoyances, irritations, dangers and troubles attendant on 
getting pictures, with the incidental record of habits, customs and life of the tribes 
they encounter. Armchair adventure. Illustrated by photographs. $2.75 


February 6 
Burlingame, Roger WHITTLING BOY The Story of Eli Whitney 1765-1825 Harcourt, Brace 


ss Burlingame has apparently been fascinated by the character and the lack 
of material connected with Eli Whitney, inventor of the cotton gin. And he knows how 
to liven any record of men and machines. This is of necessity an interpretative and 
fictionized biography, though - in spite of the gaps in records ~- Burlingame makes 

it read convincingly, and reveals a man ahead of his times, a genius in mechanics. 

He traces his early revolt from the law and teaching; his inventions and the furor 
they created in labor and economic circles. He shows Whitney wedded to his machine, 


to his vision of a mechanical world to come - and thereby losing contact with the two 
women in his life, isolated and lost to the society in which he belonged. 
and a book which should have a plus sale for boys. 


Good job, 
$3.00 
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February 6 
Struther, Jan THE GLASS BLOWER; And Other Poems Harcourt, Brace 


* Here is the delicacy and grace and sanity one might well expect from the 
author of Yrs. Miniver, brief lyrics and light verse which is alternately piquant or 
poignant, turned with precision and agility. Whether writing of love, or time, or 
the seasons, or youth, or London, or the English countryside, she always achieves a 
fresh interpretation of the everyday aspects of life. As a whole, refreshing and al- 
together pleasing. She is already known for her verse in England. $1.50 


Buckmaster, Henrietta LET MY PEOPLE GO ~~ /7 Harper 
The Story of the Underground Railroad and the Abolition Movement 


The story of this great crusade for freedom is a dramatic and moving story 
in itself. As here presented, the wealth of detail may prove somewhat forbiding to all 
who are not interested in its scholarly aspects, although it emerges as an exciting 
historical presentation. The "Railroad" started in the swamps; it broke trail through 
the mountains and the woods to Pennsylvania, where the Quakers set up the first "sta- 
tion", and it ended in the best New England parlors. By 1830 many leading citizens 
were involved, with Garrison a leader. The cause had widespread moral and political 
repercussions; it entailed periods of insurrection and violence, culminating in Harper's 
Ferry. Lincoln, the war and Emancipation were the outcome - though not the final answer. 
Throughout are stories of the leading figures, Garrison, Lovejoy, Sumner, Harriet Tub- 
man, John Brown and others. An exhaustive historical recapitulation, vigorously nar- 


rated. Illustrated. $3. 
~ : ND 
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Cragé, Alliston DO YOU NEED SOME MONEY 
Consumer Credit as a Means to Economic Stability 


Harper 


This book falls into two main divisions, -— the first part deals with per- 
sonal financing problems, the second with modern credit machinery instituted by govern- 
ment. The title may lead some to expect the book to include ways of making extra money, 
but it is not that, in any particular. It is an analysis of such established methods 
as cash loans, retail credit, federal aid, weighing the advantages against the disad- 
vantages. There is some discussion (not enough, possibly) of loan sharks, couched in 
terms that would not provide sufficient Stop signals for the uninitiate. The most im- 
portant part of the book is that dealing with the federal agencies, a section that is 
handled lucidly and generously. In conclusion the author gets a bit over—heated in 
his comentions that we should keep out of foreign affairs, strengthen our own reserves, 
learn to be independent of exports, and stress the building of home markets for better 
balanced national economy. $2.00 

Durel, “i 
Davis, Michael M. AMERICA ORGANIZES MEDICINE Harper 


As chairman of the Committee on research in Medical economics, Davis is 
well equipped to give facts, figures and a documentary and statistical analysis of the 
forces in the changing world of medicine, along with appraisals and recommendations of 
various programs for socialized and organized medicine. But his method is not one to 
invite the reading by the layman, unless he is profoundly concerned. An important 
reference book for public libraries, with the comprehensive outline of phases of the 
problem, and analysis of public hospitals, of insurance and taxation, of rural services, 
of federal services, as a means to improved medical service. $3.00 
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February 6 





Henius, Frank LATIN AMERICAN TRADE How to get and hold it Harper 


This is a book that business men who have not hitherto handled trade with 
Latin America and who need to learn the ropes will find instructive and useful. Those 
to whom it is an old story will think this is fairly routine, but will agree with the 
thesis that there are immense prospects for interchange of business relations, pro- 
vided we study the problems, face the need for government subsidy and long term fin- 
ancing. The author goes into details about shipping, packing, port and custom pro- 
cedure, legal aspects, etc. Not a stimulating book, but useful. $2.00 





Smith, Glanville MANY A GREEN ISLE Harper 


Reflections of a year spent in the Caribbean, small islands and large as 
background for a dream island all his own. Not strictly a travel book, for hereis no 
attempt to present the islands individually, but rather a cross sectioning of their 
character and personality, of the customs and people and characteristics. One gets 
the psychology of the islands rather than the geography or the history. To enjoy this 
book as it should be enjoyed, one should have some personal experience and background; 

I found that five weeks in and out among the islands (Windward and Leeward) made it 
possible for me to sort the impressions and keep them clear in my own mind; without 
this experience, I think I should have found his method delightful, but confusing. I1- 
lustrated by Everett C. McNear. : $3. 
S$ O 
February 7 3/7 





Infeld, Leopold QUEST: The Fuolution of a Scientist Doubleday, Doran 


Three years ago, The Evolution of Phystcs by Einstein and Infeld, proved to 
this doubter, at least, that abstract science could be exciting reading for the com- 
plete neophyte. This is the life story of the man who collaborated with Einstein on 
that book, -— a Polish physicist, born in a Ghetto in Cracow, who was blocked through 
life by anti-Semitism, a hurdle he was never able to take. From childhood, the ambi- 
tion to become a scientist was a guiding light. He secured a post as a teacher; 
through his wife's family he secured a University position, only once more to encounter 
prejudice. A Rockefeller fellowship game him a chance for study at Cambridge - but he 
was unable to make further progress in Poland, and eventually came to America. Now a 
university appointment in Toronto and remarriage open new channels. By his own admis- 
sion, Infeld is a self-conscious Jew, with a bitter inferiority complex, and very emo- 
tional about it all, which makes discomfiting reading. $3.00 


February 10 
Cash, W.Jd. THE MIND OF THE SOUTH Knopf 


A Southern journalist presents a minute, albeit interpretative, study of 
the South, its temperament, its attitudes, its traditions, its psychology. It is 
neither personal nor anecdotal; it might be considered as source book for Jonathan 
Daniel's A Southerner Discovers the South. First, he presents an analysis of the 
Southerner, from colonial aristocrat to poor white, a common heritage which determines 
the pattern of the South through the years. Then the War and the attempt of the North 
to remake the South, in spite of resistance. Finally, the South emerges, less stagnant, 
modifying some of its original qualities. A book for those interested in the economic, 


psychological and sociological aspects. $3.75 
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February 10 
Villard, Henry LINCOLN ON THE EVE OF '61 Knopf 


Henry Villard was a young foreigner, a correspondent on the New York Her- 
ald, who was assigned to Springfield, to cover Lincoln in the period between his nomina~- 
tion and his inauguration. This, then, is primary source material, consisting of let- 
ters, telegrams, news stories, revealing Lincoln preparing himself for the presidency, 
overrun by the curious and the office seekers. Sceptical at first, and representing a 
paper bitterly opposed to Lincoln, Villard was quickly convinced of Lincoln's worth, and 
his paper printed what he wrote. Connecting links, in the form of editorial notes, make 
this read as a consecutive record of those days, up to the arrival of the presidential 
party in New York, en route to Washington. Brief glimpses of Mrs. Lincoln show her in 
characteristic form. Very human picture of Lincoln, the man. An addition to Lincolnia. 


$1.25 
Monks, Noel SQUADRONS UP! A First Hand Story of the R#.A.F. Whittlesey 
° This is the first personal experience story that stresses the personalities, 


the human experiences, the intimate day by day life rather than the philosophical or 
interpretative, analytical approach of most of the books about todays war. Monks is 
war correspondent of the London Daily Mail. He was quartered with the 73rd and 1st 
A.A.S.F. in France. He pictures the contrast with the air service in the last war, the 
grim business of three and four flights a day, the little incidents, the background, 
the brave heroics of men who loom more than life size - and who can't be beaten. His 
emphasis is on the people of the R.A.F., with the Battle of France as the first proving 


ground. Grand reading. Photographs. $2.50 
Fe bruzan. 
frearnta! § 11 
Infantry Journal Issue THE SOLDIERS' HANDBOOK Crowell 


This is a revision of the only official book containing the data about 
procedure, regulations, meaning of terms,ete, etc. The main body of the text is about 
what the other similar books contain (in more formal arrangement and style). The ap- 
pendix includes charts of various currencies, the Morse code, several pages of types 
of knots, illustrated, and forms for records. Some branches of the service use this as 
a gift from the commanding officer to the recruits. $1.00 


Parkes, Henry Bamford RECENT AMERICA Crowell 


A forty year history of the U.S. with the present war indicated as a de- 
cisive turning point in both external and internal history of the American people. A 
factual book, with maps, diagrams and bibliographies for each chapter, somewhat on the 
textbook side, though useful for anyone who wants a reference book which will-correlate 
events before the turn of the century and coming up to 1940. Various aspects of the 
changing scene, ~ economic, social and political, foreign, financial, regional, labor 
and agriculture, immigration, national, state and local - a wide range. A workmanlike 


rather than inspirational job. f “apn 
X) he "] (le turd : Wad 3/- ++ > 





Morrel, Martha McBride Houghton, Mifflin 
An outline of the story of the earth, its origin, geographical evolution 

and the course of development of the life it has supported, lucidly and simply presented 

for any age. The formation of the earth and its surfaces, the explanation of natural 

forces, through the various stages of animal and plant life, from the vanished dinosaurs 

to the inhabitants we see now. A book for students of any age, but one which predicates 

an initial interest in the subject. Illustrated. $3.20 
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February 13 
Carlson, Earl R. MD BORN THAT WAY John Day 


The courageous story of a struggle against and eventual victory over a 
handicap, for Dr. Carlson was a spastic paralytic from birth. Born in a home where 
there was both poverty and deprivation, Carlson had greater hurdles than most of his 
patients today. During his school years he was self-conscious and retarded, but event- 
ually overcame this and took his place, worked his way through Minnesota and Princeton, 
and went on to Yale medical school. On graduation, he was given a post at Neurological 
Institute in New York, where he specialized in spastic cases. He has done a great deal 
in the field, founding clinics and schools the country over, instituting new methods 
etc. Simple, modest personal record, with an inspirational quality for those who are 
handicapped. $1.75 


February 14 
Torrey, Toni WISDOM FOR WIDOWS Dutton 


A practical and sympathetic handling of a real problem, the adjustment of 
the widow, left alone in youth or middle age, to a changed life. Budget problems, self 
support, types of jobs, development of abilities, of hobbies, and the social readjust- 
ment, all have their place. The importance of creating normal environment for children, 
of enlarging rather than circumscribing the outlook, is stressed. A sane book, which 
should have a real place, but the very difficulty of finding a way to bring the book to 
the attention of the people who need it puts a problem up to the bookseller. Perhaps 
doctors might prove a good lead. $2.50 


"7 
February #€ 


Nehru, Jawarharlal TOWARD FREEDOM John Day 


A picture of the new India as it emerged, by the man, who, next to Gandhiji 
(yes, that's his spelling), accomplished most in the struggle for his country's inde- 
pendence. From a background of wealth and culture, Eton and Harrow, Nehru returned to 
India and devoted his life to his country. His approach was different from that of his 
chief, whom he forcefully portrays. Nehru is opposed to the claim that poverty is godly, 
that political reform can be worked through mysticism. He traces the complex phases of 
revolutionary India, striving for unity and nationalism and hampered by a plethora of 
economic, social and religious tabus. As secretary and later president of the All India 
Congress, Nehru was an influence feared by the English, and spent most of his latter 
life in jail. An important book - with India a probable pawn in the world struggle. 


It should have been more carefully edited (and perhaps in final form it will have been). 
$4.00 


_ 


t 2 ) CL avutys ome 
Dodd, William E. Jr. & AMBASSADOR DODD'S DIARY Harcourt, Brace 
Dodd, Martha 


Here, paralleling the period during which Neville Henderson was trying 
persuasion as a weapon of England against Hitler, is the story of our American Ambassador, 
the one statesman who dared oppose Hitler and Fascism openly (and was of necessity re- 
called). A fascinating day by day account of the impact of nihilism on a cultured 
American. Dodd's book is personal as well as political; there are amusing incidents, 
outspoken comments on personages and events. It is interesting to see the change from 
passive acceptance to enthusiasm, as the propaganda machine goes to work. It will be 
too bad if it's looking backward flavor results in the book being passed by. $3.50 
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ah Furnas, J.C. & The staff of HOW AMERICA LIVES Henry Holt 
The Ladies' Home Journal 


° I read these profiles of Americans with a certain tightening of the throat, 
and an indefinable glow of patriotism. (And I'm not given to turning semtimental over 
the Stars and Stripes, at least not when I am reading with critical ear to the ground. ) 
After all, I felt, no matter what the social and economic level, "we have something" - 
and every one of these families came alive for me, so that I, too, was interested in 
the brief summaries, bringing them up to date, in one of the last chapters. What the 
Lynds did for those whose sociological training and interest leads them to read and 
interpret (Middletown and Middletown in Transition), J.C. Furnas has done for the man 
in the street. His interpretation is in warm human tones, with high notes of valor, 
and sheer guts, for undertones. The chapters ran in the Journal, and the last part 
sums up the findings, in broader terms of their significance the country over, - in the 
questions of what America eats, of what they wear, of how they amuse themselves, of 
what types of houses they prefer, given a choice, of how they furnish and decorate 
those houses. Here is no rosy spectacled vision, but a challenge even to those 
Americans who have equal resourcefulness and courage in the face of odds, to do even 
better. Furnas has, with no sense of intrusion, taken off the roofs and let us peek 
within. The procedure followed in the survey, the follow through done by the Journal 
editors, the 50 pages of illustrations all help crystallize the stories themselves. 

The publishers are backing this with wide advertising and trade promotion. Don't miss 
it. It has wide popular appeal. $2r75— 


3,60 
February 21 


bd Newman, Barclay MUST WE GROW OLD? Putnam 


"Geriatrics" is a new term in psychology - or at least new to me, and it 
deals with this whole body of material having to do with old age. Here is an up tc 
the minute survey of medical and biological investigation along these lines - reju- 
venation, nutrition, glands and hormones, altering of heredity, etc. Science offers 
more life, more vigor, an extension of the period of production and productive capacity. 
But this is no "life begins at 60" platform. $2.50 


February 24 


Hamilton, Holman ZACHARY TAYLOR Bobbs Merrill 


This is the story of the military career of "Old Zach", as he was known to 
all ages and classes. A story of a born leader, a born soldier and officer, whose 
checkered career, with its ups and downs, its blacks and whites, reflect the uncer- 
tain policy of a young nation. Through his record, one gets a closer view of the mul- 
titude of wars in which we were forcibly engaged before we established our right to 
independence, our right to the land our people were settling, our right to our fron- 
tiers. While not a "whitewashing" job in so far as Taylor or the policies were con- 
cerned, there is little or no attempt to interpret any side but that of necessity. 
Readable, scholarly, heavily documented - for men interested in our Indian wars. $3.50 





McCord, David AND WHAT'S MORE Coward, McCann 
Light, humorous verse, from various periodicals, ranging from two line 
ie rhymes to ballade, triolet, etc. Some amusing rhyme schemes, not too forced, a couple 


of good tongue twisters, a section of poems of convalescence and one of perambulator 
poems, from baby's viewpoint. Excellent gift item. $1 .75— 
/ 5 
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February 25 
Stoddard, Dayton LORD BROADWAY Wilfred Funk 


This is good entertainment, particularly for all who look back on the hey- 
day of vaudeville and its successors, with a certain nostalgia. This should be a good 
companion piece for Douglas Gilbert's American Vaudeville. The gallant story of Sime 
Silverman, vaudeville devotee and founder of Variety, virtually a legendary figure. 

How he succumbed to the lure of show business and left his father's business, how he 
fought to keep his paper going, battled to maintain its independence and honesty; his 
adoration for his son, his discovery of new talent, the contributions he made to 
"slanguage", the personal and theatrical feuds, his loyal friends and contemporaries 

and performers, his importance in the show business - all presented in a warm and loving 
manner. The biographer knows his Broadway, he writes in a fashion keyed to his subject, 
and the publishers are making a good looking book of it. Here is New York City's Great 
White Way. $3.00 


ao f: £ 
Bepruary 27 (N44 E 


Wilson, Charles Morrow CENTRAL AMERICA Holt 
allenas. amd Opp hentia 

A plea for an enlightened policy, for hemisphere solidarity with the threat 
of the war over us, in a general survey of Central America, an appraisal of these coun- 
tries as a market for the U.S. The distinctive life and character of each of the coun- 
tries:+Honduras, Guatemala, El Salvador, Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Panama, Columbia, 
Jamaica, Cuba; of the climates, crops, trade, governments, education, history, past and 
present. Of their moods, tempers, beliefs, ethics,temperaments, faiths. He spotlights 
progress and national advance; he discusses the great crops of coffee, bananas, cocoa- 
nuts, chocolate, chicle, rubber, sugar, etc. A good job, of timely interest, particul- 
arly to the business man. (12.0 prtogiapt ) $3.00 “ 


Pevrusry 2a (| )\ arr a 
2) 


Calverton, V.F. WHERE ANGELS DARED: TO TREAD Bobbs Merrill 


A comprehensive study of the outstanding communal projects tested out in 
this country, spreading over a good part of our history, and influencing many sections 
of the country. There are the familiar experiments, - Robert Owen, Fruitlands and 
Brook Farm, Oneida, - all economic and social experiments. But the talk of them were 
religious, many of them celebrate and mystic, and they include among many, the Laba- 
dists, Ephrata, the Rappite and Zoarite groups, the Quakers, the Jansonists and the 


Mormons. A definite contribution to Americana; a book for public and college librar- 


ies and for students of religion and of social manifestations. $3.00 
March ??? 
Firbank, Thomas I BOUGHT A MOUNTAIN The Countryman Press 


Here is no English (or rather Welsh) equivalent of A House in the Country. 
It is closer, perhaps, to Ye Farm for a Hobby and Yake It Pay. But any record on farm- 
ing or country living herepales into insignificance beside the challenge of commercial 
sheep raising on a Welsh mountainside (with cattle and hogs and chickens - and even a 
snack bar ~- on the side). It is an intimate picture, with the hows and whys livened 
by anecdotes of the mishaps and the painful process of learning, and brightened by 
mountain climbing holidays. That section of Wales (I happen to know it) comes back 


vividly in these pages. $2.75 
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March 4 
Alley, Norman I WITNESS Wilfred Funk 


Fast tongued autobiography of a fast witted guy, first a photographer on 
the Chicago Tribune, now one of the top-spot newsreel men. Starting as a copyboy, he 


soon foregoes the pen to woo the graflex, and picture snatches from racetrack to prize- 


fight ring, through murders, gangster shootings, Mexico banditry, floods and the war. 
After the war, he is part of such sensational enterprizes as the Flying Family. He 
gets stranded in Greenland. He covers the Dionnes for Metrotone. He is sent off to 
cover the Sino-Japanese War, where he joins forces with Jim Marshall of Colliers. He 
is in on the Panay fracas - he is sent home again - he goes off to cover the European 
scene - he goes through the invasion of the Netherlands. Quick, tough vernacular for 


a fast action story. $2.75 
March/g 

Cummings, Lewis V. I WAS A HEAD-HUNTER Houghton, Mifflin 

. ; Here's one that will tip the enthusiastic armchair explorer over backwards, 


for this enthusiastic account "tells all" about a solitary white man and his life in 
South American jungles, as member of a headhunting tribe. There was first a danger- 
ous trip that nearly killed him, then hospitality from aitribe adopted by another white 
man, the author joining in every activity, from fishing and hunting to getting married, 
not to one but three wives from a neighboring tribe. Full ceremony of becoming a war- 
rior, then a husband. A head-hunting expedition, primitive surgery, watching cold- 
blooded murder, an enemy tribe and war, expulsion from the adopted home - and back to 
civilization. It reads like fiction, but a preface by Harold McCracken of The Explor- 
ers' Club should give it a tone of authority. I should think men would love it for 
it's full of the day by day life, the small activities, the big events, together with 

a vivid feeling of the Indians as people, rather than part of stage setting. Add to 
your good adventure shelf. $3.00 


March 10 


Percy, William Alexander LANTERNS ON THE LEVEE Knopf 


A Southerner of the Mississippi Delta tells, discursively and with no 
little charm, of his childhood, parents, Virginia relatives, small boy activities and 
education - and life in the pre-1900's. Harvard Law, a spot of teaching, politics, 
travel, the First World War and his share. Back to Mississippi, fighting the Klan 
and the river floods. Pleasant reading, leisurely, philosophical, retrospective, 
nicely old style - of more than local interest. $3.00 


Roethke, Theodore OPEN HOUSE Knopf 


Poems in modern mood, with a certain cold and bitter intellectuality. 
Roethke lacks fluency, one senses a forced quality, self-consciousness, whether in 
serious or lighter vein. Most of the poems are sombre in thought and imagery; many 
deal with intangibles;many with country vistas, :seasons and the like. One section 
includes lighter verse - with a somewhat heavy touch. $2. 00 


Abercrombie, Roland K. HOW TO BUY OR BUILD YOUR HOME WISELY 5 i} Macmillan 


This for the utter realist; the man (or woman) to whom figures come first 
in this matter of when, where and how to build. I'd suggest this book as a balance 
for someone inclined to be carried away with enthusiasm and disinclined to figure 
ways and means. A practical manual relating costs to income, and showing one how to 
figure the tangibles and intangibles, routine and procedure. $1.75 
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March 11 
Estabrooks, G.H. MAN: The Mechanical Misfit Macmillan 
’ Guite unexpectedly, I was fascinated by this book - a popular work on an 


unpopular thesis, that civilization brings destruction, and that the Cro-magnon was the 
almost perfect man beast! A rapid survey of the process of evolution, of the few sur- 
vivals of ancient man, of how the white man, with the brain developed beyond the plan 
of nature, brings destruction. The disuse of the natural functions, the interference 
with natural selection, the protective elements of education, of civilization, has re- 
sulted in deterioration of the individual and the racial stock. The pleasure principle 
is a defense mechanism which has had bad effect. The development in medicine has pre- 
served the weak and the feeble minded, has eliminated natural immunities, has lengthened 
life and increased degeneracy. He ends with a plea for selective breeding. One may dis- 
agree with every premise and still find this absorbing reading. Don't confine sale to 
scientific minded customers. $2.50 


March 24 
Derleth, August VILLAGE YEAR: A Sac Prairie Journal Coward, McCann 


Derleth has tapped this material for his short stories and novels, and here 
is what might be regarded as the source material, - a three year journal of the lesser 
known aspects of life. A mellow commentary and observation, which has a quiet, contem- 
plative, homely likeableness, and many different angles of appeal. A sort of David 
grayson of the Wisconsin prairies. $3.00 


March 25 
de la Mare, Walter COLLECTED POEMS Holt 


A collection of de la Mare which does not include Peacock Pie and others 
of the verse for children is not Walter de la Mare to me. But here it is — a collection 
which goes back to the Lyrical Poems of 1906, on through The Listeners (1912), Motley 
(1916), The Veil, The Fleeting, and Memory. Some of the longer poems are here (Heresy, 
a dramatic poem, The Qwl and others). $3.75 


Woolf, S.J. HERE AM I Random House 


Woolf is known to a wide velit through his sketches and interviews in 
the New York Times Sunday Magazine. This is his life story, a story largely composed 
of anecdotes, reminiscences, sidelights on public figures in all walks of life as he 
came to know them in his work. Born in New York of the ‘80's, his picture of the era 
in which he grew up, and of his erratic inventor father is gracefully down. At 13 he 
started to draw, then entered the Art Students League, and made his beginnings as a 
portrait painter. The war combined pen and pencil sketches, and almost everyone of 
note in that period is represented, leaders in politics, in finance, in industry, in 
the arts. His story is built on other people's personalities, combined with pleasant 


chitchat. $3.00 
Mareh—oi 4/24 
Canby, Henry Seidel THE BRANDYWINE Farrar & Rinehart 


It is hard to be completely objective in reporting one's impressions of 
a book about a river (or creek as we called it) which formed so vital a part of child- 
hood as did the Brandywine. Though I had no family tree extending back into its his- 
tory, I made the most of my years there, from wading and jumping the rocks in the 
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shallows, to paddling the upper stream above Rockland in later years. So - with all 
its wealth of story and biography and history, adroitly interwoven, the chief charm 
of this River book, lies, for me,in its atmosphere and the intimate personal quality 
of the "river" it depicts. Illustrated by Andrew Wyeth. $2.50 


Too Many Rooks - Too Late 
Hanrahan, John Keith THE LITERARY MARKET PLACE R.R. Bowker 


How did we get along without this directory for publishers, broadcasters 
and advertisers - and for anyone else who wants to locate in a moment, literary agents, 
various associations connected with the book industry, names of book reviewers, column- 
ists, commentators, clipping bureaus, mailing lists and mailing services, mimeographers 
and photographers, stenographic and typing services - and so on and on. Newspapers 
and syndicates are here; radio stations, motion picture story departments, research 
services, lecture bureaus. Club groups will need this; public libraries will find 
many demands are met by it. It is virtually the Red Book of the Book Industry. 


(Published) $1.25 
Chapel, Charles Edward FINGERPRINTING Coward, McCann 
I ean see only two main markets for this:- (l)avocational and educational 


market, for police schools, detective agencies, and wherever fingerprint specialists 
learn their trade; (2) crime fans, who want to familiarize themselves with the technique 
of the sleuths, whether for fictional purposes, or because crime has become a hobby (if 
one can trust the novelists). Highly specialized text of the new science of finger- 
printing; historical bavkground, new developments, the hows and wheres and whys, the 

use of finger prints in court, advice on testimony, the classifications and filing 


systems. (1/20) $3.75 
Reynolds, Quentin THE WOUNDED DON'T CRY Dutton 
. Collier's ace reporter tells the inside story of everyday life in England, 


particularly in London, and makes you feel, for sure "there'll always be an Bngland”. 
No mawkish sentimentality here, but cold hard facts about people, conditions and life 
and death. Reynolds was there in time to see France collapse and he bears witness 

to the courage of the French soldiers, bewildered and betrayed by their leaders. He 
escaped south to Bordeaux; he got to England, to Ireland. He sees the Englishman in 
his home, his pub, his factory, his hospital, his airfield, his shelter. You meet 
R.AsF. men, labor leaders, members of the cabinet. Without belittling the punishment 
England is taking, he gives you confidence in their survival. Interesting and en- 
lightening reading. (Published) $2.50 


Hallgren, Mauritz LANDSCAPE OF FREEDOM Howell, Soskin 


This book is important - but it depressed me horribly. It is a study of 
intolerance - and it doesn't spare the present day. This country was colonized be- 
cause intolerance drove people out of Europe; intolerance soon took strangle hold over 
here. Intolerance had its spawn of evil and of good, for out of despair came enlighten- 
ment, and change. But each new age had its burden. The story goes through the cen- 
turies - when it comes to the last war, one is shocked by the realization of the orgy 
of spy baiting, German baiting, etc. that went on, and the extent to which the press 
was muzzled. Today, we face the same challenge. Here is a book that charts the road 
and puts up danger signals. $3.50 
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Levy, Beryl Harold OUR CONSTITUTION: Tool or Testament Knopf 





Dr. Levy first takes four leading jurists (Marshall, Taney, Brandeis and 
Holmes) as examples of the traditions of the Supreme Court, in relation to the temper 
of their times and the elasticity of our Constitution. This does not pretend to be a 
history of the Court; or a scientific study of the Constitution, but rather a plea for 
a Court reflecting progress and reconstruction. He advises strengthening the presump- 
tion of the constitutionality for commercial and social legislation, the relaxing of 
the presumption for civil liberty suppression. "The Court must try to preserve our 
civil liberties and assure freedom for diversity of thought and social experiment and- 
minority pressure. It must protect our precedural rights...It must keep the balance 
between national and state governments...It must mediate between state and state and 
between the various branches of government. There is no earthly need for the Court's 
seeking new fields to conquer.” To this end he urges the role of judicial self limi- 
tation. (1/20) $3.00 


Hammond, John Winthrop MEN AND VOLTS: The Story of General Electric Lippincott 


This is an official General Electric publication, so don't look for a 
critical analysis of the men and the history of this one of our greatest industrial 
empires. Having assumed that, we can accept the fact that here is a very illuminating 
and entertaining record of the step by step progress from the first abortive efforts 
to harness power to our electrically controlled world. The story was written up to 
1922, before Hammond's death. Arthur Pound has brought it up to date, though the 
modern developments are briefly and lightly etched in, wholly out of balance with 
their importance and significance. Perhaps another book will be written a few years 





hence, with equal perspective. Plus sale for boys. (1/29) $2.50 
Brown, Rose & Bob LOOK BEFORE YOU COOK McBride 
* This book is needed. With the help of Consumers’ Union, the Browns, chefs 


extraordinary, analyze the substances that go into our kitchens, our pantries and a 
storage shelves. Flours, sugars, flavorings, canned and frozen goods, packaged goods, 
alcoholic beverages, cleaning supplies, etc., etc. Lots of enticing recipes are tucked 
in, so this is a cookbook as well as a guide to sound values. My only criticism is 
that so much diversity of brands, geographically, is inevitable, that their lists are 
unwieldy and impractical for quick survey. ) et-// $2.50 


Hoffman, William S. PHOTOELOMETRIC CLINICAL CHEMISTRY Morrow 


A manual of clinical quantitative methods written for the technician who 
wants to keep up with the latest findings and whose resources are limited. Laboratory 
apparatus and technique, instruction for procedure in this newest of scientific in- 
struments for analysis of solutions by use of the photocell. (1/29) $3.00 


Ingersoll, Ralph REPORT ON ENGLAND (Nov.1940) Simon & Schuster 


The editor of PM published these somewhat controversial revelations of the 
Battle of England in large part in PM. They have been syndicated - parts of the ma- 
terial will be screened - parts have been given over the radio. Here is the whole 
picture, in book form, for those who want to refer to what they may have read or 
heard discussed. The book was pushed through with little fanfare. $1.50 


Newcomb, R.H. ~ ed. OUR COUNTRY AND OUR FLAG A Handbook of American Fundamentals — 
Willard 








* A useful compendium of such information as the story of the flag, the make- 
up and procedure of state constitutions and the variants, the text of the Declaration 
of Independence, constitution and amendments. Schools. Public libraries, $1.00 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 











Doubleday, Doran 
du Maurier, Daphne- COME WIND COME WEATHER- Price from $.50 to $1.00. 
Date from 2/7 to 2/21. Kindly note correct spelling of author's 















































name. 10 
Moore, I.L.—- LIKE A RIVER FLOWING- from 1/24 to 2/7 622 
Ransome, S.- HEARSES DON'T HURRY Correct date 3/21 7 
Vaughan, Warren T.- Title from THE STORY OF ALLERGY to STRANGE MALADY. 

note correct author. 559 


Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


Hutchinson, A.S.M.- HE LOOKED FOR A CITY- Correct price $2.50 608 
Greystone 
Meyer, Jerome- CONNECTOGRAMS- Definite date 2/6 634 
North, J.N.-— MORNING IN THE LAND- Definite date 2/24 624 
O'Malley, P.- WINGS FOR CAROL- Definite date 2/24 624 
Harper 
Golden, E.T.- YOUNG MAN HERE'S HOW TO SELL LIFE INSURANCE- from 1/3 to 
1/23 616 
Niles, M.C.H.-— MIDDLE MANAGEMENT- definite date 1/23 615 
Houghton, Mifflin 
McCullers, Carson- REFLECTIONS IN A GOLDEN EYE- from 1/28 to 2/7 623 
Morrell, Martha- OUR FIRST TWO BILLION YEARS- postponed to 2/11 536 
Knopf 
dae Bernstein, A.- AN ACTOR'S DAUGHTER- from 1/20 to 2/3 632 
Bullet, Gerald- WHEN THE CAT'S AWAY- Price from $2.00 to $2.50. Date from 
1/20 to 2/10 622 
Romains, Jules— AFTERMATH- from $3.00 to $2.75 548 
Little Brown 
Lunn, Arnold COME WHAT MAY- Definite date 2/6 634 
Oppenheim, E.P.- Title from MILAN GRILL to THE MILAN GRILL ROOM. Definite 
date 2/6 629 





Macmillan 
ENGLAND'S HOUR. Author and publisher omitted. Please enter Brittain, 
Vera as author and Macmillan as publisher. Post- 


poned from 1/21 to ?? 8 

Kaup, E.D.- NOT FOR THE MEEK-~ Correct date 1/28 1 
Messner 

Foster, Constance J.- THE ATTRACTIVE CHILD- Definite date 2/14 10 
Reynal & Hitchcock 

de Poncins, Gontran- KABLOONA- from 2/1 to 3/14 614 
Seribner 

Caldwell, Taylor- THE EARTH IS THE LORD'S- Correct price $2.75 548 
Simon & Schuster 

Moberg, W.- THE EARTH IS OURS - postponed to 3/?? 578 

Nutt, R.- HOW TO DEVELOP A GOOD MEMORY- postponed to 2/5 585 

ee Viking 
Mason, A.T.- BUREAUCRACY CONVICTS ITSELF- from 1/24 to 2/7 8 


White, Patrick- THE LIVING AND THE DEAD- Definite date 2/10 
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THE NEW YORK OFFICE CALENDAR - FEBRUARY 1st to 15th 


1- 


Forbes-Robertson, Diana & Straus, Roger W. Jr.- LETTERS FROM 


BRITAIN (Putnam) 


3- 
Pinkham, E.G.- AUNT ELSE (Knopf) 
Romains, Jules— AFTERMATH (Knopf) 


4. 
Buchan, John- MOUNTAIN MEADOW (Houghton Mifflin) 
Leslie, Doris- ROYAL WILLIAM (Macmillan) 
Seton, Anya- MY DEAREST THEODOSIA (Houghton Mifflin) 


5 
Marsh, Ngaio- DEATH IN ECSTASY (Sheridan House) 


©) 


Struther, Jan- THE GLASS BLOWER (Harcourt, Brace) 


Tee 
Jepson, Selwyn- KEEP MURDER QUIET (Doubleday, Doran) 
Scoggins, C.E.-—- LOST ROAD (Doubleday, Doran) 


1¢- 
Coles, Manning- DRINK TO YESTERDAY (Knopf) 
John, Evan- KINGS' MASQUE (Dutton) 
Monks, Noel- SQUADRCNS UP! (Whittlesey House) 


Please Add These Titles To Your January 15th to February ist Calendar 


January 20- 
Smedley, Doree- YOU'RE ONLY YOUNG TWICE (Simon & Schuster) 


January 23- 


van der Heide, Dirk- MY SISTER AND I (Harcourt Brace} 


- 37 a « 


Page 


25 


14 
548 


15 
626 
15 


23 


27 


607 
16 
29 


25 





